
Many Rivers Montessori Diversity Book Fair 2019 
100 Books Curated by MRM’s Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Committee 

 
These titles will be on display at the book fair. If multiple copies of a title are available, you will                    
be able to take those home with you, otherwise, they will arrive within 2 weeks of the book fair. 
 
African/African American 
Thank You, Omu!​ By Oge Mora  
Everyone in the neighborhood dreams of a taste of Omu's delicious stew! One by one, they                
follow their noses toward the scrumptious scent. And ​one by one, Omu offers a portion of her                 
meal. Soon the pot is empty. Has she been so generous that she has nothing left for herself?                  
Debut author-illustrator Oge Mora brings to life a heartwarming story of sharing and community              
in colorful cut-paper designs as luscious as Omu's stew, with an extra serving of love. An                
author's note explains that "Omu" (pronounced AH-moo) means "queen" in the Igbo language of              
her parents, but growing up, she used it to mean "Grandma." This book was inspired by the                 
strong female role models in Oge Mora's life. ​4 - 7years 
 
Grandad Mandela​ by ​Zindzi​, ​Zazi and Ziwelene Mandela  
Zazi and Ziwelene’s great-grandad is called Nelson Mandela. One day, they ask their             
grandmother ​15 questions about him and his life​. As their conversation unfolds, Zazi and              
Ziwelene learn that Nelson Mandela was a freedom fighter, a President, and a Nobel Peace               
Prize–winner, and that they can carry on his work today. Seen through a child’s perspective,               
authored jointly by Nelson Mandela's great-grandchildren and daughter​, and published in           
collaboration with Mandela Legacy Media, this book brings Nelson Mandela’s incredible story            
alive for a new generation of children.​ 4 - 7 years 
 
Before She was Harriet​ ​by Lesa Cline-Ransome 
Award-winning, beautiful artwork, girls/women and African American history 
We know her today as Harriet Tubman, but in her lifetime she was called by many names. As                  
General Tubman she was a Union spy. As Moses she led hundreds to freedom on the                
Underground Railroad. As Minty she was a slave whose spirit could not be broken. As Araminta                
she was a young girl whose father showed her the stars and the first steps on the path to                   
freedom. An evocative poem and stunning watercolors come together to honor a woman of              
humble origins whose courage and compassion make her a larger than life hero. A lush and                
lyrical biography of Harriet Tubman, written in verse and illustrated by James Ransome, winner              
of the Coretta Scott King medal for ​The Creation. ​4 - 8 years, Grade Level: Preschool - 3 
 
Counting on Katherine​ by Helaine Becker 
The bold story of Katherine Johnson, an African-American mathematician who worked for NASA             
during the space race and was depicted in the film Hidden Figures. ​5 - 9 years, Grade Level:                  
Kindergarten - 4 
 
Martin Luther King Jr.- Voice for Equality​ by James Buckley Jr. (Show Me History! series) 
This graphical biography tells the story of the most prominent leader of the American civil rights                
movement. With full-color illustrations and a historically accurate narrative, ​Martin Luther King            
Jr.: Voice for Equality! ​will inform and entertain readers of all ages. From his childhood in Atlanta                 
to his rise as an international icon of human rights and a fiery orator who refused to back down                   
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in the face of adversity, King’s life story serves as an ongoing source of inspiration. 8 - 12 years                   
Grade Level: 3 - 7 
 
Ghost Boys​ by Jewell Parker Rhodes 
Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a real threat. As                  
a ghost, he observes the devastation that's been unleashed on his family and community in the                
wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal killing. Soon Jerome meets another ghost:                
Emmett Till, a boy from a very different time but similar circumstances. Emmett helps Jerome               
process what has happened, on a journey towards recognizing how historical racism may have              
led to the events that ended his life. Jerome also meets Sarah, the daughter of the police officer,                  
who grapples with her father's actions. Once again Jewell Parker Rhodes deftly weaves             
historical and socio-political layers into a gripping and poignant story about how children and              
families face the complexities of today's world, and how one boy grows to understand American               
blackness in the aftermath of his own death. ​9 - 12 years, Grade Level: 5 and up 

Mason Biddy Speaks Up​ by Arisa White, Laura Atkins 
In 1866, Biddy Mason bought a parcel of land on the outskirts of Los Angeles. The purchase                 
provided a legacy for her family and helped Mason become one of the wealthiest people in Los                 
Angeles. She was 48 years old, a midwife and herbalist; a single mother; a formerly enslaved                
person and a survivor of rape. Mason helped shape the Black community in Los Angeles               
through philanthropy and community organization. Her story, like so many millions of untold             
stories fills a gaping hole in how American historical narrative is transmitted to young people.               
Among many defining attributes, the Fighting for Justice series (Fred Korematsu Speaks Up,             
2017) forges connection between history and present day society. Biddy Mason Speaks Up             
invites readers to confront White supremacy, and to explore equality and injustice together in a               
meaningful way. ​Grades 6 - 8 
 
Hot Comb​ by Ebony Flowers 
Hot Comb offers a poignant glimpse into ​black women’s lives and coming-of-age stories as              
seen across a crowded, ammonia-scented hair salon while ladies gossip and bond over the              
burn. The titular “Hot Comb” is about a young girl’s first perm―a doomed ploy to look cool and                  
stop seeming “too white” in the all-black neighborhood her family has just moved into. In “Virgin                
Hair,” taunts of “tender-headed” sting as much as the perm itself. “My Lil Sister Lena” shows the                 
stress of being the only black player on a white softball team. Lena’s hair is the team curio, an                   
object to be touched, a subject to be discussed and debated at the will of her teammates,                 
leading Lena to develop an anxiety disorder of pulling her own hair out. Throughout ​Hot Comb​,                
Ebony Flowers recreates classic magazine ads idealizing women’s need for hair relaxers and             
products. “Change your hair form to fit your life form” and “Kinks and Koils Forever” call                
customers from the page. ​Teen - Young Adult 

Black Enough: Stories of Being Young & Black in America edited by Ibi Zoboi and Tracey                
Baptiste. ​Edited by National Book Award finalist Ibi Zoboi and featuring some of the most               
acclaimed bestselling Black authors writing for teens today—Black Enough is an essential            
collection of captivating stories about what it’s like to be young and Black in America.               
Teen–Young Adult 

Who Put This Song On​ by Morgan Parker 
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Trapped in sunny, stifling, small-town suburbia, seventeen-year-old Morgan knows why she’s in            
therapy. She can’t count the number of times she’s been the only non-white person at the                
sleepover, been teased for her “weird” outfits, and been told she’s not “really” black. Also, she’s                
spent most of her summer crying in bed. So there’s that, too. Lately, it feels like the whole world                   
is listening to the same terrible track on repeat–and it’s telling them how to feel, who to vote for,                   
what to believe. Morgan wonders, when can she turn this song off and begin living for herself?                 
Teen-Young Adult 
 
 
Asian/ Asian American 
Drawn Together​ by Minh Le  
When a young boy visits his grandfather, their lack of a common language leads to confusion,                
frustration, and silence. But as they sit down to draw together, something magical happens-with              
a shared love of art and storytelling, the two form a bond that goes beyond words. With spare,                  
direct text by Minh Lê and luminous illustrations by Caldecott Medalist Dan Santat, this stirring               
picture book about reaching across barriers will be cherished for years to come​. ​4-7years 
 
My Name is Yoon​ by Helen Recorvits 
Yoon's name means "shining wisdom," and when she writes it in Korean, it looks happy, like                
dancing figures. But her father tells her that she must learn to write it in English. In English, all                   
the lines and circles stand alone, which is just how Yoon feels in the United States. Yoon isn't                  
sure that she wants to be YOON. At her new school, she tries out different names―maybe CAT                 
or BIRD. Maybe CUPCAKE! Helen Recorvits's spare and inspiring story about a little girl finding               
her place in a new country is given luminous pictures filled with surprising vistas and               
dreamscapes by Gabi Swiatkowska. ​4 - 8 years, Grade Level: Preschool - 3 

Write to Me: Letters from Japanese American Children to the Librarian They Left Behind              
by Cynthia Grady 
When Executive Order 9066 is enacted after the attack at Pearl Harbor, children's librarian              
Clara Breed's young Japanese American patrons are to be sent to prison camp. Before they are                
moved, Breed asks the children to write her letters and gives them books to take with them.                 
Through the three years of their internment, the children correspond with Miss Breed, sharing              
their stories, providing feedback on books, and creating a record of their experiences. Using              
excerpts from children's letters held at the Japanese American National Museum, author            
Cynthia Grady presents a difficult subject with honesty and hope. ​4 - 8 years, Grade Level:                
Preschool - 3 
 
A Different Pond​ by Bao Phi  
A 2018 Caldecott Honor Book that Kirkus Reviews calls "a must-read for our times," A Different                
Pond is an unforgettable story about a simple event - a long-ago fishing trip. Graphic novelist                
Thi Bui and acclaimed poet Bao Phi deliver a powerful, honest glimpse into a relationship               
between father and son - and between cultures, old and new. As a young boy, Bao and his                  
father awoke early, hours before his father's long workday began, to fish on the shores of a                 
small pond in Minneapolis. Unlike many other anglers, Bao and his father fished for food, not                
recreation. A successful catch meant a fed family. Between hope-filled casts, Bao's father told              
him about a different pond in their homeland of Vietnam. Thi Bui's striking, evocative art paired                
with Phi's expertly crafted prose has earned this powerful picture books six starred reviews and               
numerous awards. ​[MN author] 6 - 8 years Grade Level: Kindergarten - 4 
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WeirDo​ by Anh Do 
From bestselling author Anh Do comes the hilarious hit chapter book series, WeirDo. These              
illustrated books will keep readers laughing as Weir and his friends navigate the trials of               
elementary school. Meet Weir Do. No, that's not a typo, that's his name! Weir Do's the new kid                  
in school. With an unforgettable name, a crazy family, and some seriously weird habits, fitting in                
won't be easy . . . but it will be funny! ​7 - 10 years, Grade Level: 2 - 5 
 
Girl Under A Red Moon : Growing Up During China’s Cultural Revolution​ by DaChen 
It is the late 1960s and there is no peace in the village of Yellow Stone for little Da and his                     
family, who were former landowners; they are all persecuted by the Red Guard, particularly Da’s               
oldest sister, Sisi, who tries hard to conform to the new political realities, but who cannot                
overcome the frightened hostility of the other villagers–so Sisi escapes to find work in a school                
in another town, taking Da with her, and trying to find a compromise between safety and justice,                 
where she can make a decent life for both of them.  
8 - 12 years, Grade Level: 3 - 7 
 
Archer's Quest​ ​by Linda Sue Park 
Twelve-year-old Kevin Kim is shocked when a young man, complete with bow and arrows,              
crash-lands on his bedroom floor-especially when that man, Skillful Archer, claims to be a              
legendary ruler from ancient Korea. As much as Kevin enjoys teaching Archie about             
contemporary life and learning about Korean history from Archie’s stories, Kevin needs to help              
Archie get back home-or history will be changed forever. ​10-12 years, Grade Level: 5- 7 

The Weight of Our Sky​ by Hann Alkaf  
Melati Ahmad looks like your typical movie-going, Beatles-obsessed sixteen-year-old. Unlike 
most other sixteen-year-olds though, Mel also believes that she harbors a djinn inside her, one 
who threatens her with horrific images of her mother’s death unless she adheres to an elaborate 
ritual of counting and tapping to keep him satisfied. But there are things that Melati can’t protect 
her mother from. On the evening of May 13th, 1969, racial tensions in  her home city of Kuala 
Lumpur boil over. The Chinese and Malays are at war, and Mel and her mother become 
separated by a city in flames. With a 24-hour curfew in place and all lines of communication 
down, it will take the help of a Chinese boy named Vincent and all of the courage and grit in 
Melati’s arsenal to overcome the violence on the streets, her own prejudices, and her djinn’s 
surging power to make it back to the one person she can’t risk losing. [**Content warnings: 
Racism, graphic violence, on-page death, OCD and anxiety triggers.**] ​12 years and up, Grade 
Level: 7 - 9 

They Called Us Enemy​ by George Takei  
In 1942, at the order of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, every person of Japanese descent on 
the west coast was rounded up and shipped to one of ten “relocation centers,” hundreds or 
thousands of miles from home, where they would be held for years under armed guard.They 
Called Us Enemy is Takei’s firsthand account of those years behind barbed wire, the joys and 
terrors of growing up under legalized racism, his mother’s hard choices, his father’s faith in 
democracy, and the way those experiences planted the seeds for his astonishing future. What 
does it mean to be American? Who gets to decide? When the world is against you, what can 
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one person do? To answer these questions, George Takei joins co-writers Justin Eisinger & 
Steven Scott and artist Harmony Becker for the journey of a lifetime. ​Teen-Young Adult  

 

Differently Abled
When Charley Met Emma​ by Amy Webb 
When Charley goes to the playground and sees Emma, a girl with limb differences who gets 
around in a wheelchair, he doesn't know how to react at first. But after he and Emma start 
talking, he learns that different isn't bad, sad, or strange--different is just different, and different 
is great! This delightful book will help kids think about disability, kindness, and how to behave 
when they meet someone who is different from them.​ 3 - 5 years 

Be You Tiful, Love Sofia​ by Margaret O’Hair  
"Poof! Then, magic happened, from light inside my heart. They loved me and I learned, I am                 
capable, kind and smart!" How do we inspire our children to know all the ways they can shine in                   
this world, simply by being who they are? BE YOU TIFUL LOVE, SOFIA is the true story of                  
Sofia Sanchez, a little girl with Down syndrome. Talking to you heart to heart, Sofia takes you                 
on her personal journey of dreaming big and never giving up. Gorgeous full color pictures               
illustrate her path from Eastern European Orphan to All American Girl. Sofia shows us every               
emotion, from sadness to happiness, loneliness to belonging, feeling fear to being brave. Most              
of all, she proves that being yourself is the best magic power of all. ​4 - 8 years 
 
My Friend Has ADHD​ by Amanda Doering Tourville  
My friend Robby has a disability called ADHD. But that doesn’t matter to us. We play basketball,                 
tell jokes, go canoeing, and help each other with our homework. I’m glad Robby is my friend!                 
Marcus introduces himself and his friend Robby. "Robby has ADHD, which stands for             
attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder." Each two page spread has a simple yet effective           
explanation of ADHD which a child can understand, as well as an attractive sidebar ("Did You                
Know?") which enhances the conversational information. The illustrations are large and           
engaging, making it a good choice for a read aloud. An informative addendum (What is               
ADHD?), as well as an index, glossary and bibliography make this an excellent choice for a                
lower elementary book or research report. ​5 - 8 years, Grade Level: Kindergarten - 3 
 
A Boy Called Bat​ by Elana K. Arnold 
The first book in a funny, heartfelt, and irresistible young middle grade series starring an               
unforgettable young boy on the autism spectrum, from acclaimed author Elana K. Arnold and              
with illustrations by Charles Santoso. For Bixby Alexander Tam (nicknamed Bat), life tends to be               
full of surprises—some of them good, some not so good. Today, though, is a good-surprise day.                
Bat’s mom, a veterinarian, has brought home a baby skunk, which she needs to take care of                 
until she can hand him over to a wild-animal shelter. But the minute Bat meets the kit, he knows                   
they belong together. And he’s got one month to show his mom that a baby skunk might just                  
make a pretty terrific pet. "This sweet and thoughtful novel chronicles Bat’s experiences and              
challenges at school with friends and teachers and at home with his sister and divorced parents.                
Approachable for younger or reluctant readers while still delivering a powerful and thoughtful             
story" (from the review by Brightly.com, which named ​A Boy Called Bat a best book of 2017). 6 -                   
10 years, Grade Level: 1 - 5 
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Marvin's Monster Diary: ADHD Attacks​ by Raun Melmed and Annette Sexton 
Meet Marvin, a lovable monster with a twelve-stringed baby fang guitar, a rambunctious case of               
ADHD, and a diary to record it all. His teachers scold him, his parents don't know what to do                   
with him, and his sister is convinced he was raised by triple-tailed monkeys. In short, Marvin's                
life is feeling out of control​until a secret formula changes everything. In the same humorous               
spirit of ​Diary of a Wimpy Kid comes ​Marvin's Monster Diary: ADHD Attacks! (And I Rock It, Big                  
Time). ​Using the "monstercam" and "ST4" techniques developed by Dr. Raun Melmed of the              
Melmed Center in Arizona, ​Marvin's Monster Diary teaches kids how to be mindful, observe              
their surroundings, and take time to think about their actions. Marvin's hilarious doodles and              
diary entries chronicle his delightful adventures, misadventures, and eventual triumph in a            
funny, relatable way. It's the one book on ADHD that kids will actually ​want to read! ​Marvin's                 
Monster Diary also includes a resource section to help parents and teachers implement Dr.              
Melmed's methods, plus ST4 reminders that kids can remove, color, and place around the              
house. ​7 - 11 years, Grade Level: 2 - 6 

Chester and Gus by Cammie McGovern. ​Chester has always wanted to become a service              
dog. When he fails his certification test, though, it seems like that dream will never come                
true—until a family adopts him. They want him to be a companion for their ten-year-old son,                
Gus, who has autism. But Gus acts so differently than anyone Chester has ever met. He never                 
wants to pet Chester, and sometimes he doesn’t even want Chester in the room. Chester’s not                
sure how to help Gus since this isn’t exactly the job he trained for—but he’s determined to figure                  
it out. Because after all, Gus is now ​his person. In the spirit of beloved classics like ​Because of                   
Winn-Dixie​, ​Shiloh​, and ​Old Yeller​, Cammie McGovern’s heartfelt novel—told from Chester’s           
point of view—explores the extraordinary friendship between a child and a dog with a poignant               
and modern twist. ​8 - 12 years, Grade Level: 3 - 7 

The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle​ ​by ​Leslie Conno​r 
Mason Buttle is the biggest, sweatiest kid in his grade, and everyone knows he can barely read                 
or write. Mason’s learning disabilities are compounded by grief. Fifteen months ago, Mason’s             
best friend, Benny Kilmartin, turned up dead in the Buttle family’s orchard. An investigation              
drags on, and Mason, honest as the day is long, can’t understand why Lieutenant Baird won’t                
believe the story Mason has told about that day. Both Mason and his new friend, tiny Calvin                 
Chumsky, are relentlessly bullied by the other boys in their neighborhood, so they create an               
underground haven for themselves. When Calvin goes missing, Mason finds himself in trouble             
again. He’s desperate to figure out what happened to Calvin and, eventually, Benny. But will               
anyone believe him?​ [Dyslexia]​ ​8 -12 years  

Eliza Bing Is (Not) a Star​ by Carmella Van Vleet 
How will Eliza make it through the sixth grade? Her ADHD tends to complicate things. Eliza Bing                 
stuck with taekwondo and earned her yellow belt even though her family expected her to quit.                
She's tough enough to break boards with her bare hands! Next up: middle school, and hopefully                
a best friend. The school play turns out to be the perfect opportunity to befriend confident,                
stage-obsessed Annie. But can their friendship survive the spotlight? [ADHD] ​8 - 12 ​years,              
Grade Level: 3 - 7 

Unbroken: 13 Stories Starring Disabled Teens. This anthology explores disability in fictional            
tales told from the viewpoint of disabled characters, written by disabled creators. With stories in               
various genres about first loves, friendship, war, travel, and more, Unbroken will offer today's              
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teen readers a glimpse into the lives of disabled people in the past, present, and future. The                 
contributing authors are award winners, bestsellers, and newcomers including Kody Keplinger,           
Kristine Wyllys, Francisco X. Stork, William Alexander, Corinne Duyvis, Marieke Nijkamp,           
Dhonielle Clayton, Heidi Heilig, Katherine Locke, Karuna Riazi, Kayla Whaley, Keah Brown, and             
Fox Benwell. Each author identifies as disabled along a physical, mental, or neurodiverse             
axis―and their characters reflect this diversity. ​Teen–Young Adult 

Differently Wired: Raising an Exceptional Child in a Conventional World by ​Deborah            
Rebe​r​. ​Today millions of kids are stuck in a world that doesn't respect, support, or embrace who                 
they really are—these are what Deborah Reber is calling the “differently wired” kids, the one in                
five children with ADHD, dyslexia, Asperger’s, giftedness, anxiety, sensory processing disorder,           
and other neurodifferences. Their challenges are many. But for the parents who love them, the               
challenges are just as hard—struggling to find the right school, the right therapist, the right               
parenting group while feeling isolated and harboring endless internal doubts about what’s            
normal, what’s not, and how to handle it all. But now there’s hope. Written by Deborah Reber, a                  
bestselling author and mother in the midst of an eye-opening journey with her son who is twice                 
exceptional (he has ADHD, Asperger’s, and is highly gifted), ​Differently Wired ​is a how-to, a               
manifesto, a book of wise advice, and the best kind of been-there, done-that companion. On the                
one hand it’s a book of saying NO, and how it’s time to say no ​to trying to fit your round-peg kid                      
into society’s square holes, ​no to educational and social systems that don’t respect your child,               
no to the anxiety and fear that keep parents stuck. And then it’s a book of YES. By offering 18                    
paradigm shifts—what she calls “tilts”— Reber shows how to change everything. How to “Get              
Out of Isolation and Connect.” “Stop Fighting Who Your Child Is and Lean In.” “Let Go of What                  
Others Think.” “Create a World Where Your Child Can Feel Secure.” “Find Your People (and               
Ditch the Rest).” “Help Your Kids Embrace Self-Discovery.” And through these alternative ways             
of being, discover how to stay open, pay attention, and become an exceptional parent to your                
exceptional child. ​Adult 

 
Diversity & Inclusion 
From the Stars in the Sky to the Fish in the Sea by Kai Cheng Thom In the magical time                    
between night and day, when both the sun and the moon are in the sky, a child is born in a little                      
blue house on a hill. And Miu Lan is not just any child, but one who can change into any shape                     
they can imagine. The only problem is they can’t decide what to be: A boy or a girl? A bird or a                      
fish? A flower or a shooting star? At school, though, they must endure inquisitive looks and                
difficult questions from the other children, and they have trouble finding friends who will accept               
them for who they are. But they find comfort in the loving arms of their mother, who always                  
offers them the same loving refrain: “whatever you dream of / i believe you can be / from the                   
stars in the sky to the fish in the sea.” In this captivating, beautifully imagined picture book about                  
gender, identity, and the acceptance of the differences between us, Miu Lan faces many              
questions about who they are and who they may be. But one thing’s for sure: no matter what                  
this child becomes, their mother will love them just the same. ​3 - 8 years 

A Family Is a Family Is a Family by Sara O’Leary ​When a teacher asks the children in her                   
class to think about what makes their families special, the answers are all different in many                
ways — but the same in the one way that matters most of all. One child is worried that her                    
family is just too different to explain, but listens as her classmates talk about what makes their                 
families special. One is raised by a grandmother, and another has two dads. One is full of                 
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stepsiblings, and another has a new baby. As one by one, her classmates describe who they                
live with and who loves them — family of every shape, size and every kind of relation — the                   
child realizes that as long as her family is full of caring people, her family is special. ​4-7 years 

Red: A Crayon's Story​ by Michael Hall 
Red has a bright red label, but he is, in fact, blue. His teacher tries to help him be red (let's draw                      
strawberries!), his mother tries to help him be red by sending him out on a playdate with a                  
yellow classmate (go draw a nice orange!), and the scissors try to help him be red by snipping                  
his label so that he has room to breathe. But Red is miserable. He just can't be red, no matter                    
how hard he tries! Finally, a brand-new friend offers a brand-new perspective, and Red              
discovers what readers have known all along. He's blue! This funny, heartwarming, colorful             
picture book about finding the courage to be true to your inner self can be read on multiple                  
levels, and it offers something for everyone. ​4 - 8 years, Grade Level P-3 
 
Where Are You From? by Yamile Saied Mendez ​When a girl is asked where she’s               
from—where she’s ​really​ from—none of her answers seems to be the right one. 
Unsure about how to reply, she turns to her loving abuelo for help. He doesn’t give her the                  
response she expects. She gets an even better one. ​Where am I from? You’re from hurricanes                
and dark storms, and a tiny singing frog that calls the island people home when the sun goes to                   
sleep.... ​With themes of self-acceptance, identity, and home, this powerful, lyrical picture book             
will resonate with readers young and old, from all backgrounds and of all colors—especially              
anyone who ever felt that they don’t belong.​ 4 - 8 years 

All Are Welcome by Alexandra Penfold ​Follow a group of children through a day in their                 
school, where everyone is welcomed with open arms. A school where kids in patkas, hijabs, and                
yarmulkes play side-by-side with friends in baseball caps. A school where students grow and              
learn from each other's traditions and the whole community gathers to celebrate the Lunar New               
Year. ​All Are Welcome lets young children know that no matter what, they have a place, they                 
have a space, they are welcome in their school.  ​4 - 8 years 

I Am Enough by Grace Byers ​This is a gorgeous, lyrical ode to loving who you are, respecting                  
others, and being kind to one another—from ​Empire actor and activist Grace Byers and talented               
newcomer artist Keturah A. Bobo. ​We are all here for a purpose. We are more than enough. We                  
just need to believe it. ​4 - 8 years 
 
The Day You Begin by Jaqueline Woodson ​Jacqueline Woodson's lyrical text and Rafael             
López's dazzling art reminds us that we all feel like outsiders sometimes-and how brave it is that                 
we go forth anyway. And that sometimes, when we reach out and begin to share our stories,                 
others will be happy to meet us halfway.​ 5 - 8 years 

 

Emotions/Peace 
The Peace Book​  by Todd Parr 
The Peace Book ​delivers positive and hopeful messages of peace in an accessible,             
child-friendly format featuring Todd Parr's trademark bold, bright colors and silly scenes. Perfect             
for the youngest readers, this book delivers a timely and timeless message about the              
importance of friendship, caring, and acceptance.​ 5 - 6 years, Grade Level: Preschool - 1 
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Zach Gets Frustrated​ by William Mulcahy 
Zach and his family go to the beach, but Zach is having a lousy day. First, he dropped his                   
toothbrush in the toilet. Then his best friend went to someone else’s birthday party instead of                
joining him. But most frustrating of all, he can’t get his kite to fly! Zach kicks sand, yells angry                   
words, and asks his dad if they can just go home now. Instead, his dad teaches him a simple,                   
three-step approach to get a handle on frustration and find a way to enjoy himself even when                 
things aren’t going his way: 1) name it (why are you frustrated?); 2) tame it (self-regulation                
exercises such as deep breathing or visualization); 3) reframe it (change your thoughts to              
change your feelings). The three-point strategy is presented as the three corners of a triangle               
and is illustrated as the corners of Zach’s kite. Easy to understand and easy to remember.  
5 – 8 years, Grades Preschool - 3 
 
I am Peace​  by Susan Verde 
When the world feels chaotic, find peace within through an accessible mindfulness practice from              
the bestselling picture-book dream team that brought us ​I Am Yoga. Express emotions through              
direct speech. Find empathy through imagination. Connect with the earth. Wonder at the beauty              
of the natural world. Breathe, taste, smell, touch, and be present. Perfect for the classroom or                
for bedtime, Susan Verde’s gentle, concrete narration and Peter H. Reynolds’s expressive            
watercolor illustrations bring the tenets of mindfulness to a kid-friendly level. Featuring an             
author’s note about the importance of mindfulness and a guided meditation for children, ​I Am               
Peace​ will help readers of all ages feel grounded and restored. ​4 - 8 years 
 
 
 
Freedom of Speech/ Censorship 
Property of the Rebel Librarian​ by ​Allison Varne​s 
June Harper is a good kid. She follows the rules, plays flute in band, and spends her spare time                   
reading. Nobody would ever call her a rebel . . . until her parents take strict parenting to a whole                    
new level. ​It starts with one book deemed "inappropriate" by June's parents. What follows is a                
massive book ban at Dogwood Middle School, and suddenly everything June loves--the            
librarian, books, an author visit--is gone. All seems hopeless. Then June discovers a Little Free               
Library on her walk to school. When her classmates realize she has access to contraband, she                
(secretly) becomes the most popular girl in school. A risky reading movement begins at              
Dogwood, which could destroy June--or gain enough power to protect the one thing she cares               
most about: the freedom to read! Equal parts fun and empowering, this novel explores              
censorship, freedom of speech, and activism. For any kid who doesn't believe one person can               
effect change . . . and for all the kids who already know they can! ​8 - 12 years 
 

Indian/ Indian American  
Thread of Love​ by Kabir Sehgal. ​Three siblings enjoy the Indian festival of Raksha 
Bandhan—a celebration of the special relationship between brothers and sisters—in this vibrant 
reinterpretation of the classic song ​Frère Jacques ​(​Are You Sleeping​) from ​New York Times 
bestselling mother/son duo Surishtha Sehgal and Kabir Sehgal. It’s time for the Indian festival of 
Raksha Bandhan, the celebration of the special lifelong relationship shared by brothers and 
sisters everywhere. Join two sisters as they lovingly make ​rakhi—​thread bracelets adorned with 
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beads, sequins, sparkles, and tassels—for their brother. And then see their brother present 
them with toys and sweets and special gifts! ​New York Times ​bestselling authors Surishtha and 
Kabir Sehgals’ irresistible text, set to the tune of the classic song ​Frère Jacques ​(​Are You 
Sleeping​), will have little ones singing along while they learn about Indian culture. And the 
vibrant illustrations by Zara Gonzalez Hoang will have readers wishing they could step right into 
the characters’ colorful crafting world. This enchanting picture book includes instructions for 
making ​rakhi​! ​Baby - 8 years, Grade Level: Preschool - 3 

Priya Dreams of Marigolds and Masala​ ​by Maneel Patel. 
Priya lives in the United States and her family is from India. She feels the magic of the place her                    
family comes from through her Babi Ba's colorful descriptions of India--from the warm smell of               
spices to the swish-swish sound of a rustling sari. Together, Priya and Babi Ba make their                
heritage live on through the traditions that they infuse into their everyday lives. ​Priya Dreams of                
Marigolds & Masala is a celebration of the special bond between grandparents and             
grandchildren, the threads that connect each of us to our heritage, and the power of sharing our                 
traditions with others. ​4 - 8 years 

A Match Made in Mehendi​ by Nandini Bajpai​. 
Fifteen-year-old Simran “Simi” Sangha comes from a long line of Indian vichole — matchmakers              
— with a rich history for helping parents find good matches for their grown children. When Simi                 
accidentally sets up her cousin and a soon-to-be lawyer, her family is thrilled that she has the                 
“gift.” But Simi is an artist, and she doesn’t want to have anything to do with relationships,                 
helicopter parents, and family drama. That is, until she realizes this might be just the thing to                 
improve her and her best friend Noah’s social status. Armed with her family’s ancient guide to                
finding love, Simi starts a matchmaking service-via an app, of course. But when she helps               
connect a wallflower of a girl with the star of the boys’ soccer team, she turns the high school                   
hierarchy topsy-turvy, soon making herself public enemy number one. ​12 - 17 years 

 

Native American/Indigenous 
Kiss By Kiss/Ocetowina​ By Richard Van Camp  
One kiss, two kiss, three kiss, four! So many kisses and so many more. From bestselling author                 
Richard Van Camp comes a delightful counting book that honors families and can be used to                
praise your little ones as they learn to count. Ten kisses from your sweet baby might not be                  
enough to get you through this adorable book, so you'll just have to read it over and over! This                   
book is a dual-language (English/Plains Cree) edition.​ ​1 - 3 years 
 
First Laugh--Welcome Baby!​ By Rose Ann Tahe and Nancy Bo Flood  
In Navajo families, the first person to make a new baby laugh hosts the child's First Laugh                 
Ceremony. Who will earn the honor in this story? The First Laugh Ceremony is a celebration                
held to welcome a new member of the community. As everyone--from Baby's ​nima​(mom) to              
nadi (big sister) to ​cheii (grandfather)--tries to elicit the joyous sound from Baby, readers are               
introduced to details about Navajo life and the Navajo names for family members. Back matter               
includes information about other cultural ceremonies that welcome new babies and children,            
including man yue celebration (China), sanskaras (Hindu) and aquiqa (Muslim).​ ​2 - 5 years 
 
We Are Grateful/Otsaliheliga​ By Traci Sorell  
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The Cherokee community is grateful for blessings and challenges that each season brings. ​The              
word ​otsaliheliga (oh-jah-LEE-hay-lee-gah) is used by members of the Cherokee Nation to            
express gratitude. Beginning in the fall with the new year and ending in summer, follow a full                 
Cherokee year of celebrations and experiences. ​This is modern Native American life as told by               
an enrolled citizen of the Cherokee Nation.​ 3 - 7 years 
 
Bowwow Powwow​ by Brenda J. Child 
Windy Girl is blessed with a vivid imagination. From Uncle she gathers stories of long-ago               
traditions, about dances and sharing and gratitude. Windy can tell such stories herself–about             
her dog, Itchy Boy, and the way he dances to request a treat and how he wriggles with joy in                    
response to, well, just about everything. When Uncle and Windy Girl and Itchy Boy attend a                
powwow, Windy watches the dancers and listens to the singers. She eats tasty food and joins                
family and friends around the campfire. Later, Windy falls asleep under the stars. Now Uncle's               
stories inspire other visions in her head: a bowwow powwow, where all the dancers are dogs. In                 
these magical scenes, Windy sees veterans in a Grand Entry, and a visiting drum group, and                
traditional dancers, grass dancers, and jingle-dress dancers–all with telltale ears and paws and             
tails. All celebrating in song and dance. All attesting to the wonder of the powwow. This playful                 
story by Brenda Child is accompanied by a companion retelling in Ojibwe by Gordon Jourdain               
and brought to life by Jonathan Thunder's vibrant dreamscapes.  
[MN author] ​3 - 7 years 
 
The Forever Sky​ by Thomas Peacock 
"​Nooko's spirit is there in the stars," says Niigaanii to his younger brother, Bineshiinh, as they                
sprawl in a meadow, gazing skyward. "Uncle said when ​Nooko':s spirit left this world it went                
there." Nooko was their grandmother, and they miss her. But Uncle helps them find comfort in                
the night sky, where all the stars have stories. Indeed, there are so many stars and so many                  
stories that the boys spend night after night observing and sharing, making sense of patterns               
and wisdom in "the forever sky." They see a moose, a loon, a crane, the Path of Souls, and so                    
much more. One night, a beautiful show of lights fills the sky. Niigaanii explains that the northern                 
lights are the spirits of the relatives who have passed on. The boys imagine different relatives                
dancing, lighting up the sky with their graceful movements. And then they see her: Nooko is one                 
of the elders leading the dance. She has a message for them. One they can share with their                  
parents and their uncle and everyone else who remembers her. One that lends power to the                
skies and brings smiles to the stargazers' faces. ​[Local author] 3 - 7 years, Grade Level:                
Preschool - 2 
 
When a Ghost Talks, Listen​ by Tim Tingle 
Ten-year-old Isaac, now a ghost, continues with his people as they walk the Choctaw Trail of                
Tears headed to Indian Territory in what will one day become Oklahoma. There have been               
surprises aplenty on their trek, but now Isaac and his three Choctaw comrades learn they can                
time travel--making for an unexpected adventure. The foursome heads back in time to             
Washington, D.C., to bear witness for Choctaw Chief Pushmataha who has come to the nation's               
capital at the invitation of his dear friend Andrew Jackson. You cannot blame the people before                
you for mistakes their ancestors made, Chief Pushmataha tells the little band. In doing so, the                
general makes a powerful and timeless lesson, one made more so as the reader travels from                
graveyards to boarding schools, from 1824 to 2018, experiencing firsthand the joy of never              
leaving. ​8 - 12 years, Grade Level: 3 - 7 
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An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States – For Young People ​by ​Roxanne              
Dunbar-Ortiz 
Spanning more than 400 years, this classic bottom-up history examines the legacy of             
Indigenous peoples’ resistance, resilience, and steadfast fight against imperialism. Going          
beyond the story of America as a country “discovered” by a few brave men in the “New World,”                  
Indigenous human rights advocate Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz reveals the roles that settler           
colonialism and policies of American Indian genocide played in forming our national identity.             
The original academic text is fully adapted by renowned curriculum experts Debbie Reese and              
Jean Mendoza, for middle-grade and young adult readers to include discussion topics, archival             
images, original maps, recommendations for further reading, and other materials to encourage            
students, teachers, and general readers to think critically about their own place in history.              
12–Young Adult 

Standing Strong (Pathfinders) ​by Gary Robinson. ​7th Generation.Like some other Native           
American teens on Montana reservations, Rhonda Runningcrane attempted suicide. To her, life            
seemed bleak and pointless. But when she learns that donations are needed to support a large                
protest against an oil company running a pipeline through sacred Native land, something inside              
her clicks. Unlike her friends, Rhonda is inspired to join the fight, even though she knows it                 
could be dangerous. Using skills she learned from her uncle, Rhonda becomes part of the crew                
that keeps the protesters’ camp running. With inspiration from a wise Native elder, the teen               
commits herself to an important cause, dedicating her life to protecting the sacred waters of               
Mother Earth. ​12 - 16 years, Grade Level: 8 - 12 

Sioux Chef’s Indigenous Kitchen​ ​by Sean Sherman 
This November, how about honoring the Twin Ports’ origins at your holiday table with              
some dishes featuring traditional Native American ingredients such as wild rice and            
maple syrup? ​Sioux Chef Sean “Sherman introduces readers to the healthy food of the Dakota               
and Minnesota territories, with surprising and tasty results. Sherman grew up on the Pine Ridge               
Reservation in South Dakota and later started a Minneapolis catering company called the Sioux              
Chef, which focuses on Native American cuisine and serves as the inspiration for this delightful               
cookbook. Recipes include wild-rice cakes, white-bean and winter-squash soup, rabbit braised           
with apples and mint, and a simple sweet-corn sorbet. Ingredients are all indigenous to North               
America and are easily sourced, and Sherman’s instructions are clear and to the point. One dish                
commonly associated with Native Americans—fry bread—is omitted by design (Sherman notes           
that the dish came about “150 years ago when the U.S. government forced our ancestors from                
the homelands”). Interestingly, none of his recipes call for flour or sugar (maple syrup is his                
sweetener of choice). This is an illuminating guide to Native American food that will enthrall               
home cooks and food historians alike. (Oct.)” –​ Publishers Weekly. ​ All Ages 
 
 
 
Immigrant/Refugee 
Emma's Poem: The Voice of the Statue of Liberty​ by ​Linda Glaser 
In 1883, Emma Lazarus, deeply moved by an influx of immigrants from eastern Europe, wrote a                
sonnet that gave a voice to the Statue of Liberty. Originally a gift from France to celebrate our                  
shared national struggles for liberty, the statue, thanks to Emma's poem, came to define us as a                 
nation that welcomes immigrants. The text of that now famous poem, "The New Colossus,"              
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appears in this free-verse biography, illustrated in an exquisite folk art style. ​[Local author;              
Intersectional with Jewish]​ ​4 - 7 years, Grade Level: Preschool - 3 

Harbor Me ​by Jacqueline Woodson 
It all starts when six kids have to meet for a weekly chat–by themselves, with no adults to listen                   
in. There, in the room they soon dub the ARTT Room (short for “A Room to Talk”), they discover                   
it’s safe to talk about what’s bothering them — everything from Esteban’s father’s deportation              
and Haley’s father’s incarceration to Amari’s fears of racial profiling and Ashton’s adjustment to              
his changing family fortunes. When the six are together, they can express the feelings and fears                
they have to hide from the rest of the world. And together, they can grow braver and more ready                   
for the rest of their lives. ​Grade Range: 5 and up 
Refugee​ by Alan Gratz  
JOSEF is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of concentration camps                
looming, he and his family board a ship bound for the other side of the world . . . ISABEL is a                      
Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her country, she and her family set out on a                   
raft, hoping to find safety in America . . . MAHMOUD is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland                    
torn apart by violence and destruction, he and his family begin a long trek toward Europe . . .All                   
three kids go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face unimaginable dangers --                
from drownings to bombings to betrayals. But there is always the hope of tomorrow. And               
although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by continents and decades, shocking            
connections will tie their stories together in the end. This action-packed novel tackles topics both               
timely and timeless: courage, survival, and the quest for home. [​Intersectional with Jewish,             
Latinx, Muslim] 9 - 12 years, Grade Level: 4 - 7 

We Are Displaced : My Journey and Stories from Refugee Girls Around the World by               
Malala Yousafzai. ​Malala’s experiences visiting refugee camps caused her to reconsider her            
own displacement – first as an Internally Displaced Person when she was a young child in                
Pakistan, and then as an international activist who could travel anywhere in the world except to                
the home she loved. In We Are Displaced, which is part memoir, part communal storytelling,               
Malala not only explores her own story, but she also shares the personal stories of some of the                  
incredible girls she has met on her journeys – girls who have lost their community, relatives, and                 
often the only world they’ve ever known. ​Teen - Young Adult 

 

Muslim 
The Proudest Blue​ by Ibtihaj Muhammad  
A powerful, vibrantly illustrated story about the first day of school--and two sisters on one's first                
day of hijab--by Olympic medalist and social justice activist Ibtihaj Muhammad. With her new              
backpack and light-up shoes, Faizah knows the first day of school is going to be special. It's the                  
start of a brand new year and, best of all, it's her older sister Asiya's first day of hijab--a hijab of                     
beautiful blue fabric, like the ocean waving to the sky. But not everyone sees hijab as beautiful,                 
and in the face of hurtful, confusing words, Faizah will find new ways to be strong. Paired with                  
Hatem Aly's beautiful, whimsical art, Olympic medalist Ibtihaj Muhammad and Morris Award            
finalist S.K. Ali bring readers an uplifting, universal story of new experiences, the unbreakable              
bond between siblings, and of being proud of who you are. ​4 - 8 years 
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Golden Domes and Silver Laterns: A Muslim Book of Colors​ by Hena Khan 
With breathtaking illustrations and informative text, ​Golden Domes and Silver Lanterns           
magnificently captures the world of Islam, celebrating its beauty and traditions for even the              
youngest readers. Sure to inspire questions and observations about world religions and            
cultures, this entrancing volume is equally at home in the classroom as it is being read to a child                   
on a parent's lap. ​5 - 6 years, Grade Level: Preschool - Kindergarten 
 
Yasmin the Superhero​ by Saadia Faruqi 
Superhero Yasmin! She's got the cape. She's got the mask. Now she just needs a villain to                 
defeat! While she's looking for one, she meets lots of friends and neighbors who need her help,                 
but no villains. Then Yasmin discovers that she might not need a villain to wield her super                 
powers! [Series]​ 5 - 8 years, Grade Level: Kindergarten - 2 

A Party in Ramadan​ ​by Asma Mobin-Uddin 
Ramadan is coming, and Leena is excited. Although she is too young to fast every day during                 
the Muslim religious festival, Leena decides to fast each Friday instead. When Leena receives              
an invitation to a party which happens to fall on Friday, she has a dilemma. She doesn't want to                   
miss the party, but she doesn't want to miss fasting either. So Leena decides to go to the party,                   
but not eat or drink anything at all. Later, she will join her family for the meal known as iftar,                    
when the daily fast is broken. But when Leena, the only Muslim at the party, sees her friends                  
enjoying fresh lemonade and chocolate cake, her stomach starts to growl and her head begins               
to hurt. Will she keep her Ramadan fast? ​7 - 9 years 

 

J​ewish 
Rosh Hashanah Is Coming!​ By Tracy Newman 
Two young children celebrate the Jewish New Year by making a round challah, blowing the               
shofar, dipping apples in honey, delighting in a juicy pomegranate, putting on new clothes, and               
enjoying a festive holiday meal with family. As with its predecessors, ​Shabbat Is Coming!              
(2014), ​Hanukkah Is Coming! (2015) and ​Passover Is Coming! (2016), the detailed            
computer-generated, cartoon illustrations are bright and cheery and rhyming couplets are           
included on each page followed by the refrain, 'Rosh Hashanah is coming.' The final spread               
depicts the children looking out their window at the starry night sky and concludes: 'Together we                
cheer: Shana Tova! Happy New Year! Hurray! Rosh Hashanah is here!' While there is no               
mention of the family attending synagogue, this is a nice, fresh addition for holiday board book                
collections and preschool classrooms. ​1–4 years 

Renia’s Diary - a Holocaust Journal​ by Renia Spiegel et al.  
Renia Spiegel was born in 1924 to an upper-middle class Jewish family living in southeastern               
Poland, near what was at that time the border with Romania. At the start of 1939 Renia began a                   
diary. “I just want a friend. I want somebody to talk to about my everyday worries and joys.                  
Somebody who would feel what I feel, who would believe me, who would never reveal my                
secrets. A human being can never be such a friend and that’s why I have decided to look for a                    
confidant in the form of a diary.” And so begins an extraordinary document of an adolescent                
girl’s hopes and dreams. By the fall of 1939, Renia and her younger sister Elizabeth (née                
Ariana) were staying with their grandparents in Przemysl, a city in the south, just as the German                 
and Soviet armies invaded Poland. Cut off from their mother, who was in Warsaw, Renia and                
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her family were plunged into war. Like Anne Frank, Renia’s diary became a record of her daily                 
life as the Nazis spread throughout Europe. Renia writes of her mundane school life, her daily                
drama with best friends, falling in love with her boyfriend Zygmund, as well as the agony of                 
missing her mother, separated by bombs and invading armies. Renia had aspirations to be a               
writer, and the diary is filled with her poignant and thoughtful poetry. When she was forced into                 
the city’s ghetto with the other Jews, Zygmund is able to smuggle her out to hide with his                  
parents, taking Renia out of the ghetto, but not, ultimately to safety. The diary ends in July 1942,                  
completed by Zygmund, after Renia is murdered by the Gestapo. ​Teen–Young Adult 

 

Latinx 
Dreamers​ by Yuyi Morales 
In 1994, Yuyi Morales left her home in Xalapa, Mexico and came to the US with her infant son.                   
She left behind nearly everything she owned, but she didn't come empty-handed. She brought              
her strength, her work, her passion, her hopes and dreams. . . and her stories. Caldecott Honor                 
artist and six-time Pura Belpré winner Yuyi Morales's gorgeous picture book ​Dreamers is about              
making a home in a new place. Yuyi and her son Kelly's passage was not easy, and Yuyi spoke                   
no English whatsoever at the time. But together, they found an unexpected, unbelievable place:              
the public library. There, book by book, they untangled the language of this strange new land,                
and learned to make their home within it. ​Dreamers is a celebration of what migrants bring with                 
them when they leave their homes. It's a story about family. And it's a story to remind us that we                    
are all dreamers, bringing our own gifts wherever we roam. Beautiful and powerful at any time                
but given particular urgency as the status of our own Dreamers becomes uncertain, this is a                
story that is both topical and timeless.​ ​4 - 8 years  
 
Alma and How She Got Her Name​ ​By Juana Martinez-Neal 
What’s in a name? For one little girl, her very long name tells the vibrant story of where she                   
came from — and who she may one day be. ​If you ask her, Alma Sofia Esperanza José Pura                   
Candela has way too many names: six! How did such a small person wind up with such a large                   
name? Alma turns to Daddy for an answer and learns of Sofia, the grandmother who loved                
books and flowers; Esperanza, the great-grandmother who longed to travel; José, the            
grandfather who was an artist; and other namesakes, too. As she hears the story of her name,                 
Alma starts to think it might be a perfect fit after all — and realizes that ​she will one day have                     
her own story to tell. In her author-illustrator debut, Juana Martinez-Neal opens a treasure box               
of discovery for children who may be curious about their own origin stories or names. 4 - 8                  
years 
 
A Gift From Abuel​ by Cecilia Ruiz 
The first time Abuela holds Nina, her heart overflows with tenderness. And as Nina grows up,                
she and Abuela spend plenty of time together. Abuela can’t help thinking how much she’d like to                 
give Nina a very special treat, so she saves a little bit of her money every week — a few pesos                     
here, a few pesos there. When the world turns upside down, Abuela’s dream of a surprise for                 
Nina seems impossible. Luckily, time spent together — and the love Abuela and Nina have for                
each other — could turn out to be the very best gift of all. With a soft and subtle hand,                    
author-illustrator Cecilia Ruiz draws from her own history to share a deeply personal tale about               
remembering what’s most important when life starts to get in the way. ​4 - 8 years 
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My Papi Has a Motorcycle​ by Isabel Quintero 
A celebration of the love between a father and daughter, and of a vibrant immigrant               
neighborhood, by an award-winning author and illustrator duo. When Daisy Ramona zooms            
around her neighborhood with her papi on his motorcycle, she sees the people and places she's                
always known. She also sees a community that is rapidly changing around her. But as the sun                 
sets purple-blue-gold behind Daisy Ramona and her papi, she knows that the love she feels will                
always be there. With vivid illustrations and text bursting with heart, ​My Papi Has a Motorcycle is                 
a young girl's love letter to her hardworking dad and to memories of home that we hold close in                   
the midst of change.​ 4 - 8 years, Grade Level: Preschool - 3 
 
Separate is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family's Fight for Desegregation by             
Duncan Tonatiuh 
Almost 10 years before Brown vs. Board of Education, Sylvia Mendez and her parents helped               
end school segregation in California. An American citizen of Mexican and Puerto Rican heritage              
who spoke and wrote perfect English, Mendez was denied enrollment to a “Whites only” school.               
Her parents took action by organizing the Hispanic community and filing a lawsuit in federal               
district court. Their success eventually brought an end to the era of segregated education in               
California. ​6 - 9 years, Grade Level: 1 - 4 
 
Tight​ ​by Torrey Maldonaldo 
Bryan knows what's tight for him--reading comics, drawing superheroes, and hanging out with             
no drama. But drama is every day where he's from, and that gets him tight, wound up. And now                   
Bryan's friend Mike pressures him with ideas of fun that are crazy risky. At first, it's a rush                  
following Mike, hopping turnstiles, subway surfing, and getting into all kinds of trouble. But              
Bryan never really feels right acting so wrong, and drama really isn't him. So which way will he                  
go, especially when his dad tells him it's better to be hard and feared than liked? But if there's                   
one thing Bryan's gotten from his comic heroes, it's that he has power--to stand up for what he                  
feels. ​10–13 years 

The Other Half Of Happy​ by ​Rebecca Balcárcel 
One-half Guatemalan, one-half American: When Quijana's Guatemalan cousins move to town,           
her dad seems ashamed that she doesn't know more about her family's heritage. One-half              
crush, one-half buddy: When Quijana meets Zuri and Jayden, she knows she's found true              
friends. But she can't help the growing feelings she has for Jayden. One-half kid, one-half               
grown-up: Quijana spends her nights Skyping with her ailing grandma and trying to figure out               
what's going on with her increasingly hard-to-reach brother. A wonderful gift for bilingual and              
bicultural readers, introspective tweens and teens, and parents and educators. Perfect for those             
who love the heart of Matt de la Peña, the honesty of Meg Medina, and the poetry of Kate                   
DiCamillo. ​10 –14 years 

With the Fire on High by Elizabeth Acevedo​. HarperCollins. Ever since she got pregnant              
freshman year, Emoni Santiago’s life has been about making the tough decisions—doing what             
has to be done for her daughter and her abuela. The one place she can let all that go is in the                      
kitchen, where she adds a little something magical to everything she cooks, turning her food into                
straight-up goodness. Even though she dreams of working as a chef after she graduates, Emoni               
knows that it’s not worth her time to pursue the impossible. Yet despite the rules she thinks she                  
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has to play by, once Emoni starts cooking, her only choice is to let her talent break free.                  
Teen–Young Adult 

Lost Children Archive: A novel​ ​by ​Valeria Luisell
An emotionally resonant, fiercely imaginative new novel about a family whose road trip across              
America collides with an immigration crisis at the southwestern border--an indelible journey told             
with breathtaking imagery, spare lyricism, and profound humanity. A mother and father set out              
with their two children, a boy and a girl, driving from New York to Arizona in the heat of summer.                    
Their destination: Apacheria, the place the Apaches once called home. ​Why Apaches? asks the              
ten-year-old son. ​Because they were the last of something, answers his father. In their car, they                
play games and sing along to music. But on the radio, there is news about an "immigration                 
crisis": thousands of kids trying to cross the southwestern border into the United States, but               
getting detained--or lost in the desert along the way. Told through several compelling voices,              
blending texts, sounds, and images, ​Lost Children Archive is an astonishing feat of literary              
virtuosity. It is a richly engaging story of how we document our experiences, and how we                
remember the things that matter to us the most. With urgency and empathy, it takes us deep                 
into the lives of one remarkable family as it probes the nature of justice and equality today.                 
Adult 

 
 
LBGTQ​+ 
When Aidan Became a Brother by Kyle Lukoff ​When Aidan was born, everyone thought he               
was a girl. His parents gave him a pretty name, his room looked like a girl's room, and he wore                    
clothes that other girls liked wearing. After he realized he was a trans boy, Aidan and his                 
parents fixed the parts of his life that didn't fit anymore, and he settled happily into his new life.                   
Then Mom and Dad announce that they're going to have another baby, and Aidan wants to do                 
everything he can to make things right for his new sibling from the beginning--from choosing the                
perfect name to creating a beautiful room to picking out the cutest onesie. But what does                
"making things right" actually mean? And what happens if he messes up? With a little help,                
Aidan comes to understand that mistakes can be fixed with honesty and communication, and              
that he already knows the most important thing about being a big brother: how to love with his                  
whole self. ​4 - 7 years 
 
Julian Is a Mermaid by Jessica Love ​While riding the subway home from the pool with his                 
abuela one day, Julián notices three women spectacularly dressed up. Their hair billows in              
brilliant hues, their dresses end in fishtails, and their joy fills the train car. When Julián gets                 
home, daydreaming of the magic he’s seen, all he can think about is dressing up just like the                  
ladies in his own fabulous mermaid costume: a butter-yellow curtain for his tail, the fronds of a                 
potted fern for his headdress. But what will Abuela think about the mess he makes — and even                  
more importantly, what will she think about how Julián sees himself? Mesmerizing and full of               
heart, Jessica Love’s author-illustrator debut is a jubilant picture of self-love and a radiant              
celebration of individuality.​ 4 - 8 years 
 
Maiden and Princess by ​Daniel Haack and ​Isabel Galupo ​Once in a faraway kingdom, a               
strong, brave maiden is invited to attend the prince's royal ball, but she's not as excited to go as                   
everyone else. After her mother convinces her to make an appearance, she makes a huge               
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impression on everyone present, from the villagers to the king and queen, but she ends up                
finding true love in a most surprising place. This book is published in partnership with GLAAD to                 
accelerate LGBTQ inclusivity and acceptance.​ ​4 - 8 years 
 
It Feels Good To Be Yourself: A Book About Gender Identity by Theresa Thorn ​Some               
people are boys. Some people are girls. Some people are both, neither, or somewhere in               
between. This sweet, straightforward exploration of gender identity will give children a fuller             
understanding of themselves and others. With child-friendly language and vibrant art, ​It Feels             
Good to Be Yourself ​provides young readers and parents alike with the vocabulary to discuss               
this important topic with sensitivity.​ ​4 - 8 years 
 
To Night Owl From Dogfish​ ​by ​Holly Goldberg Sloa​n, Meg Wolitzer 
Avery Bloom, who's bookish, intense, and afraid of many things, particularly deep water, lives in               
New York City. Bett Devlin, who's fearless, outgoing, and loves all animals as well as the ocean,                 
lives in California. What they have in common is that they are both twelve years old, and are                  
both being raised by single, gay dads. ​When their dads fall in love, Bett and Avery are sent,                  
against their will, to the same sleepaway camp. Their dads hope that they will find common                
ground and become friends--and possibly, one day, even sisters. ​But things soon go off the rails                
for the girls (and for their dads too), and they find themselves on a summer adventure that                 
neither of them could have predicted. Now that they can't imagine life without each other, will                
the two girls (who sometimes call themselves Night Owl and Dogfish) figure out a way to be a                  
family?​ 10 years and up, Grade Level: 5 - 6 

Freeing Finch​ ​by ​Ginny Rorby 
From Ginny Rorby, the author of Hurt Go Happy, winner of ALA’s Schneider Family Book               
Award, comes Freeing Finch, the inspiring story of a transgender girl and a stray dog who                
overcome adversity to find love, home, and a place to belong. When her father leaves and her                 
mother passes away soon afterward, Finch can’t help feeling abandoned. Now she’s stuck living              
with her stepfather and his new wife. They’re mostly nice, but they don’t believe the one true                 
thing Finch knows about herself: that she’s a girl, even though she was born in a boy’s body.                  
Thankfully, she has Maddy, a neighbor and animal rescuer who accepts her for who she is.                
Finch helps Maddy care for a menagerie of lost and lonely creatures, including a scared, stray                
dog who needs a family and home as much as she does. As she earns the dog’s trust, Finch                   
realizes she must also learn to trust the people in her life―even if they are the last people she                   
expected to love her and help her to be true to herself. ​10 - 14 years, Grade Level: 6 - 10 
The Weight of the Stars by K. Ancrum​. Ryann Bird dreams of traveling across the stars. But a                  
career in space isn’t an option for a girl who lives in a trailer park on the “wrong” side of town.                     
So Ryann becomes her circumstances and settles for acting out and skipping school to hang               
out with her delinquent friends. One day she meets Alexandria: a furious loner who spurns               
Ryann’s offer of friendship. After a horrific accident leaves Alexandria with a broken arm, the               
girls are brought together despite themselves―and Ryann learns her secret: Alexandria’s           
mother is an astronaut who volunteered for a one-way trip to the edge of the solar system.                 
Every night without fail, Alexandria waits to catch radio signals from her mother. And now it’s up                 
to Ryann to lift her onto the roof day after day until the silence between them grows into                  
friendship, and eventually something more. ​ 12 - 18 years 
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A Queer History of the United States (for young people)​ by Michael Bronski 
Queer history didn’t start with Stonewall. This book explores how LGBTQ people have             
always been a part of our national identity, contributing to the country and culture for               
over 400 years. ​It is crucial for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer youth to know                
their history. But this history is not easy to find since it’s rarely taught in schools or                 
commemorated in other ways. ​A Queer History of the United States for Young People corrects               
this and demonstrates that LGBTQ people have long been vital to shaping our understanding of               
what America is today. Through engrossing narratives, letters, drawings, poems, and more, the             
book encourages young readers, of all identities, to feel pride at the accomplishments of the               
LGBTQ people who came before them and to use history as a guide to the future. With over 60                   
illustrations and photos, a glossary, and a corresponding curriculum, ​A Queer History of the              
United States for Young People will be vital for teachers who want to introduce a new                
perspective to America’s story. ​15 - 17 years 
 
The Love & Lies of Rukhsana Ali​ by Sabina Khan​. 
Unable to come out to her conservative Muslim parents, she keeps that part of her identity                
hidden. And that means keeping her girlfriend, Ariana, a secret from them too. Luckily, only a                
few more months stand between her carefully monitored life at home and a fresh start at                
Caltech in the fall. But when Rukhsana’s mom catches her and Ariana together, her future               
begins to collapse around her. Devastated and confused, Rukhsana’s parents whisk her off to              
stay with their extended family in Bangladesh where, along with the loving arms of her               
grandmother and cousins, she is met with a world of arranged marriages, religious tradition, and               
intolerance. Fortunately, Rukhsana finds allies along the way and, through reading her            
grandmother’s old diary, finds the courage to take control of her future and fight for her love.                 
Teen – Young Adult 

The Stars and the Blackness Between Them​ by Junauda Petrus​. 
Sixteen-year-old Audre is despondent, having just found out she’s going to be sent to live in                
America with her father because her strictly religious mother caught her with her secret              
girlfriend, the pastor’s daughter. Audre’s grandmother Queenie (a former dancer who drives a             
white convertible Cadillac and who has a few secrets of her own) tries to reassure her                
granddaughter that she won’t lose her roots, not even in some place called Minneapolis.              
“America have dey spirits too, believe me,” she tells Audre.Minneapolis. Sixteen-year-old Mabel            
is lying on her bed, staring at the ceiling and trying to figure out why she feels the way she                    
feels–about her ex Terrell, about her girl Jada and that moment they had in the woods, and                 
about the vague feeling of illness that’s plagued her all summer. Mabel’s reverie is cut short                
when her father announces that his best friend and his just-arrived-from-Trinidad daughter are             
coming for dinner. Mabel quickly falls hard for Audre and is determined to take care of her as                  
she tries to navigate an American high school. But their romance takes a turn when test results                 
reveal exactly why Mabel has been feeling low-key sick all summer and suddenly it’s Audre who                
is caring for Mabel as she faces a deeply uncertain future. ​Teen – Young Adult 

 

Masculinity/Feminism 
The Confidence Code for Girls: Taking Risks, Messing Up, and Becoming Your            
Amazingly Imperfect, Totally Powerful Self​ ​by​ ​Katty Kay 
It’s a paradox familiar to parents everywhere: girls are achieving like never before, yet they’re               
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consumed with doubt on the inside. Girls worry constantly about how they look, what people               
think, whether to try out for a sports team or school play, why they aren’t getting “perfect”                 
grades, and how many likes and followers they have online. Katty Kay and Claire Shipman use                
cutting-edge science and research, as well as proven methods of behavioral change, to reach              
girls just when they need it the most—the tween and teen years. Packed with graphic novel                
strips; appealing illustrations; fun lists, quizzes, and challenges; and true stories from tons of              
real girls, The Confidence Code for Girls teaches girls to embrace risk, deal with failure, and be                 
their most authentic selves.​ 8 - 12 years, Grade Level: 3 - 7 

Celebrate Your Body (and Its Changes, Too!): The Ultimate Puberty Book for Girls by              
Sonya Renee Tayl​or 
Among puberty books for girls, Celebrate Your Body offers encouraging support while            
answering real questions that girls have about puberty. Positive, judgment-free, and medically            
accurate, this book discusses puberty in a way to which young girls can relate.Complete with               
current, accessible medical information, Celebrate Your Body offers a fresh take on this whole              
“puberty” thing that will leave girls feeling informed, empowered, and ready for the changes that               
lie ahead.​ 8 - 12 years, Grade Level: 3 - 7 

The Boys Body Book ​by Kelli Dunham RN, BSN​. The updated fifth edition of the #1                 
bestselling Boy’s Body Book includes everything you need to know about growing up, even the               
embarrassing stuff. Things can get rocky during puberty. That’s why we made the Boy’s Body               
Book. The updated fifth edition of this #1 bestselling book made just for boys contains               
everything you need to know about growing up, even the embarrassing stuff; it also includes               
topical issues like school safety and consent. Author and nurse Kelli Dunham covers everything              
from body changes to planning for college, giving pre-teen boys the answers they need to               
prepare for puberty and beyond.​ 9 - 12 years, Grade Level: 4 - 6 

Rad Women Worldwide: Artists and Athletes, Pirates and Punks, and Other           
Revolutionaries Who Shaped History by Kate Schatz. ​Rad Women Worldwide tells fresh,            
engaging, and amazing tales of perseverance and radical success by pairing well-researched            
and riveting biographies with powerful and expressive cut-paper portraits. The book features an             
array of diverse figures from 430 BCE to 2016, spanning 31 countries around the world, from                
Hatshepsut (the great female king who ruled Egypt peacefully for two decades) and Malala              
Yousafzai (the youngest person to win the Nobel Peace Prize) to Poly Styrene (legendary              
teenage punk and lead singer of X-Ray Spex) and Liv Arnesen and Ann Bancroft (polar               
explorers and the first women to cross Antarctica). An additional 250 names of international rad               
women are also included as a reference for readers to continue their own research. ​12 - 14                 
years, Grades 6–8  

Girls and Sex​ ​by Peggy Orenstein 
The author of the ​New York Times bestseller ​Cinderella Ate My Daughter offers a clear-eyed               
picture of the new sexual landscape girls face in the post-princess stage—high school through              
college—and reveals how they are negotiating it. A generation gap has emerged between             
parents and their girls. Even in this age of helicopter parenting, the mothers and fathers of                
tomorrow’s women have little idea what their daughters are up to sexually or how they feel                
about it. Drawing on in-depth interviews with over seventy young women and a wide range of                
psychologists, academics, and experts, renowned journalist Peggy Orenstein goes where most           
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others fear to tread, pulling back the curtain on the hidden truths, hard lessons, and important                
possibilities of girls’ sex lives in the modern world. While the media has focused—often to               
sensational effect—on the rise of casual sex and the prevalence of rape on campus, in ​Girls and                 
Sex Peggy Orenstein brings much more to the table. She examines the ways in which porn and                 
all its sexual myths have seeped into young people’s lives; what it means to be the “the perfect                  
slut” and why many girls scorn virginity; the complicated terrain of hookup culture and the               
unfortunate realities surrounding assault. In Orenstein’s hands these issues are never reduced            
to simplistic “truths;” rather, her powerful reporting opens up a dialogue on a potent, often silent,                
subtext of American life today—giving readers comprehensive and in-depth information with           
which to understand, and navigate, this complicated new world. ​Adult 

 

Multicultural 
Out of Wonder: Poems Celebrating Poets by Kwame Alexander. ​Out of gratitude for the              
poet’s art form, Newbery Award–winning author and poet Kwame Alexander, along with Chris             
Colderley and Marjory Wentworth, present original poems that pay homage to twenty famed             
poets who have made the authors’ hearts sing and their minds wonder. Stunning mixed-media              
images by Ekua Holmes, winner of a Caldecott Honor and a John Steptoe New Talent Illustrator                
Award, complete the celebration and invite the reader to listen, wonder, and perhaps even pick               
up a pen. ​8 - 12 years, Grade Level: 3 - 7 

Hungry Hearts : 13 Tales of Food & Love by Else Chapman and Caroline Tung Richmond​.                
From some of your favorite bestselling and critically acclaimed authors—including Sandhya           
Menon, Anna-Marie McLemore, and Rin Chupeco—comes a collection of interconnected short           
stories that explore the intersection of family, culture, and food in the lives of thirteen teens. ​12                 
years and up, Grade Level: 7 - 9 

The Field Guide to the North American Teenager by Ben Philippe​. Norris Kaplan is clever,               
cynical, and quite possibly too smart for his own good. A Black French Canadian, he knows                
from watching American sitcoms that those three things don’t bode well when you are moving to                
Austin, Texas. Plunked into a new high school and sweating a ridiculous amount from the               
oppressive Texas heat, Norris finds himself cataloging everyone he meets: the Cheerleaders,            
the Jocks, the Loners, and even the Manic Pixie Dream Girl. Making a ton of friends has never                  
been a priority for him, and this way he can at least amuse himself until it’s time to go back to                     
Canada, where he belongs. Yet against all odds, those labels soon become actual people to               
Norris…like loner Liam, who makes it his mission to befriend Norris, or Madison the beta               
cheerleader, who is so nice that it has to be a trap. Not to mention Aarti the Manic Pixie Dream                    
Girl, who might, in fact, be a real love interest in the making.​ Teen – Young Adult 

In the Key of Nira Ghani by Natasha Deen​. Nira Ghani has always dreamed of becoming a                 
musician. Her Guyanese parents, however, have big plans for her to become a scientist or               
doctor. Nira’s grandmother and her best friend, Emily, are the only people who seem to truly                
understand her desire to establish an identity outside of the one imposed on Nira by her                
parents. When auditions for jazz band are announced, Nira realizes it’s now or never to               
convince her parents that she deserves a chance to pursue her passion.​ Teen - Young Adult  
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Race
So You Want to Talk About Race​ by Ijeoma Oluo 
In this New York Times bestseller, Ijeoma Oluo offers a hard-hitting but user-friendly             
examination of race in America. Widespread reporting on aspects of white supremacy—from            
police brutality to the mass incarceration of African Americans—have made it impossible to             
ignore the issue of race. Still, it is a difficult subject to talk about. How do you tell your roommate                    
her jokes are racist? Why did your sister-in-law take umbrage when you asked to touch her                
hair—and how do you make it right? How do you explain white privilege to your white, privileged                 
friend? In So You Want to Talk About Race, Ijeoma Oluo guides readers of all races through                 
subjects ranging from intersectionality and affirmative action to "model minorities" in an attempt             
to make the seemingly impossible possible: honest conversations about race and racism, and             
how they infect almost every aspect of American life. ​Adult 

 
White Fragility​ by Robin diAngelo   
The ​New York Times best-selling book exploring the counterproductive reactions white people            
have when their assumptions about race are challenged, and how these reactions maintain             
racial inequality. In this “vital, necessary, and beautiful book” (Michael Eric Dyson), antiracist             
educator Robin DiAngelo deftly illuminates the phenomenon of white fragility and “allows us to              
understand racism as a practice not restricted to ‘bad people’ (Claudia Rankine). Referring to              
the defensive moves that white people make when challenged racially, white fragility is             
characterized by emotions such as anger, fear, and guilt, and by behaviors including             
argumentation and silence. These behaviors, in turn, function to reinstate white racial            
equilibrium and prevent any meaningful cross-racial dialogue. In this in-depth exploration,           
DiAngelo examines how white fragility develops, how it protects racial inequality, and what we              
can do to engage more constructively. ​Adult 
 
Raising White Kids​ by Jennifer Harvey 
With a foreword by Tim Wise, Raising White Kids is for families, churches, educators, and               
communities who want to equip their children to be active and able participants in a society that                 
is becoming one of the most racially diverse in the world while remaining full of racial tensions.                 
For white people who are committed to equity and justice, living in a nation that remains racially                 
unjust and deeply segregated creates unique conundrums. These conundrums begin early in            
life and impact the racial development of white children in powerful ways. What can we do within                 
our homes, communities and schools? Should we teach our children to be “colorblind”? Or,              
should we teach them to notice race? What roles do we want to equip them to play in                  
addressing racism when they encounter it? What strategies will help our children learn to              
function well in a diverse nation? Talking about race means naming the reality of white privilege                
and hierarchy. How do we talk about race honestly, then, without making our children feel bad                
about being white? Most importantly, how do we do any of this in age-appropriate ways? While                
a great deal of public discussion exists in regard to the impact of race and racism on children of                   
color, meaningful dialogue about and resources for understanding the impact of race on white              
children are woefully absent. ​Raising White Kids ​steps into that void. ​Adult 
 
CLAYTON JACKSON MCGEE MEMORIAL’S 100th anniversary of Duluth        
lynchings/Hollywood film release/2020 One Book Northland book: ​The next two books           
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have been chosen to coincide with the upcoming December release of the film Just Mercy, as                
well as Bryan Stevenson’s June 2020 visit to Duluth to commemorate the 100th anniversary of               
the Duluth lynchings. It has also been chosen as the 2020 One Book Northland book of the                 
year, and the Young Adult edition has just been released: 
 
Just Mercy​ ​by Bryan Stevenson [Unabridged] 
SOON TO BE A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE STARRING MICHAEL B. JORDAN AND JAMIE             
FOXX • Named One of the Best Books of the Year by ​The New York Times • The Washington                   
Post • The Boston Globe • The Seattle Times • Esquire • Time. ​Bryan Stevenson was a young                  
lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending              
those most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and children               
trapped in the farthest reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his first cases was that of                  
Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a notorious murder he insisted he                 
didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal               
brinksmanship—and transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever. ​Just Mercy ​is            
at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, a moving                
window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for compassion in                
the pursuit of true justice. ​Adult 
 
Just Mercy​ by Bryan Stevenson [Young Adults Edition] 
 
 
 
Slam poetry 
Limelight​ by Solli Raphael​.  
Limelight is a unique collection of slam poetry paired with inspirational writing techniques. With              
over 30 original poems in different forms, Raphael’s work tackles current social concerns for his               
generation, such as sustainability and social equality, all while amplifying his uplifting message             
of hope. Solli’s book also contains 5 chapters on how to write and read poetry, how to manage                  
stage fright and writer’s block, and encouraging tips on how we can all make tomorrow better                
than today. ​10 - 15 years, Grade Level: 5 - 10 
 
 
 
Social Justice 
We Resist, We Rise, We Raise Our Voices (anthology) 
Fifty of the foremost diverse children's authors and illustrators—including Jason Reynolds,           
Jacqueline Woodson, and Kwame Alexander—share answers to the question, "In this divisive            
world, what shall we tell our children?" in this beautiful, full-color keepsake collection, published              
in partnership with Just Us Books. What do we tell our children when the world seems bleak,                 
and prejudice and racism run rampant? Featuring poems, letters, personal essays, art, and             
other works from such industry leaders as Jacqueline Woodson (Brown Girl Dreaming), Jason             
Reynolds (All American Boys), Kwame Alexander (The Crossover), Andrea Pippins (I Love My             
Hair), Sharon Draper (Out of My Mind), Rita Williams-Garcia (One Crazy Summer), Ellen Oh              
(cofounder of We Need Diverse Books), and artists Ekua Holmes, Rafael Lopez, James             
Ransome, Javaka Steptoe, and more, this anthology empowers the nation's youth to listen,             
learn, and build a better tomorrow. ​8 –12 years 
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Socioeconomic 
The Old Man​ by Sarah V. 
Day breaks over the town. Get up, everybody! It's time to go to school. For the old man too, it's                    
time to wake up. The night was icy and he's hungry. His name? He doesn't know . . . This is the                      
story of a person with no job, no family, no home―a nobody, who can't even remember what he                  
was once named. But his day changes when he is noticed by a child. ​5 - 11 years, Grade                   
Level: Kindergarten - 5 
 
The Great Jeff ​ ​by ​Tony Abbott  
Jeff is forced to attend the public middle school after his dad, who left the family when he was                   
nine years old, stops providing the financial support that paid for his private school. When his                
mom loses her nursing job because of her drinking problem and can no longer pay bills, the pair                  
face a tough new reality. They are evicted and bounce from a run-down motel to a friend's                 
house and spend a cold night in the car before landing in a shelter. Jeff wants to keep his                   
situation a secret from his friends and teachers. But as his appearance changes due to skipping                
meals to save money and not having access to clean clothes or a shower, his counselor and a                  
classmate notice. This realistic and moving portrayal of a family living in poverty will have               
readers rooting for Jeff, whose initial anger grows into resilience. While the story works as a                
standalone, readers of Firegirl will find resolution to some prior storylines as familiar characters              
cross paths with Jeff. ​8 - 12 years, Grade Level: 3 - 7 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth                
by ​Sarah Smarsh  
Sarah Smarsh was born a fifth generation Kansas wheat farmer on her paternal side, and the                
product of generations of teen mothers on her maternal side. Through her experiences growing              
up on a farm thirty miles west of Wichita, we are given a unique and essential look into the lives                    
of poor and working class Americans living in the heartland. During Sarah’s turbulent childhood              
in Kansas in the 1980s and 1990s, she enjoyed the freedom of a country childhood, but                
observed the painful challenges of the poverty around her; untreated medical conditions for lack              
of insurance or consistent care, unsafe job conditions, abusive relationships, and limited            
resources and information that would provide for the upward mobility that is the American              
Dream. By telling the story of her life and the lives of the people she loves with clarity and                   
precision but without judgement, Smarsh challenges us to look more closely at the class divide               
in our country. Beautifully written, in a distinctive voice, ​Heartland combines personal narrative             
with powerful analysis and cultural commentary, challenging ​the myths about people thought to             
be less because they earn less. ​Adult 
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